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solid achievements to its credit: the re-establishment of
security, of public order, of credit and confidence, setting
the nation to work again, which had a beneficial effect
on the working classes; putting the financial house in
order; construction of magnificent new roads; improved
facilities for foreign tourists, and, abroad, the conquest
of Alhucemas, the swift and effective pacification of
Morocco.
A few years sufficed for the accomplishment of these
various tasks. When they were completed the dictator
found himself confronted by a void. He had not sense
enough to depart in time. And so, like Don Quixote,
he set out to give battle to all comers, indiscriminately.
He piled on tolls and fines, he fell out with the press,
abolished the High Court of Justice. And then at last
he brought on a National Assembly, a caricature of
Parliament, because he liked to act in conformity with
the law.
The Dictator resurrects a parliament! This was the
Empire run on liberal lines. There was something of the
Napoleon III, that is to say a little ofF-handedness, a little
diffidence, a certain condescending regard for his op-
ponents5 ideas, about this dictator, who gave the impres-
sion of not being quite easy in his mind about the law-
fulness of his dictatorship. The opposition began to hold
up their heads. Before long the army, the University
and the world of business found themselves united in a
common determination to checkmate the General's
plans.
According to a century-old tradition in the Spanish
Army, it was the artillery that headed the revolt.
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